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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapli, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 4, last line, the phrase "the branch directions" has no antecedent basis. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Maegawa et al (5428545). 

Maegawa shows the traffic information calculation device that includes vehicle 



information acquisition means that acquires vehicle information including a position and 
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time at the position of a vehicle (GPS receiver 32); a branch determination means that 
determines from a position of an intersection on a map database and the vehicle 
information, a branch direction of the vehicle at the intersection; and intersection traffic 
information calculation means that calculates, from the vehicle information a jam length 
at the intersection for each of the branch directions, see figures 3 and 4, see col. 4, lines 
10-39. 

With respect to obviousness, Maegawa suggests, "selecting routes meeting 
predetermined restrictive conditions from among the possible routes, and selecting a 
recommendable route from among routes selected meeting the predetermined 
restrictive condition, col. 1, lines 37-51; calculating means 29 for calculating the length 
of a congested section, col. 4, lines 20-28; map data storage 34 is analogous to the 
claimed map database, col. 4, lines 40-68. 

The artisan recognizes that display in figures 6 and 7 includes intersections. 

With respect to claim 2, see col. 18, lines 29-51 . 
With respect to claim 3, see traveling speed sensor 38, col. 18, lines 58-68. 

Claims 4-6 are clearly illustrated in figures 6 and 7. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ohta and Mintz are cited as showing traffic calculation devices. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DONNIE L. CROSLAND whose telephone number is 
571-272-2980. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 9:30a-6:00p. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DANIEL J. WU can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/DONNIE L. CROSLAND/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2612 

DLC 

12-21-08 



